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ASBURY KIDS ROCK 2019!
2019 was a big year for Asbury youth! All around town, some of our smallest residents

are achieving their biggest goals. Meet some of these ambitious young faces!

Charlie | Age: 9 When Charlie saw the new splash pad going into Cloie Creek Park, he got excited.  When he 

saw the hours of operation, he felt disappointed.  With his parents’ work hours, he likely wouldn’t get to visit often. His mom 

asked him if it was better to complain about it at home or to try and fix the issue.  Charlie decided he wanted to try and 

make a change, so he wrote a letter to the City and attended to a Council Meeting to advocate in person.  He asked City 

Council to help him and other kids with working parents by extending the hours that the splash pad runs during the week.  

Ultimately, the hours of operation were changed.  Charlie says that he feels happy about the outcome, and because of it, he 

used the splash pad several times this summer.  Charlie’s bravery helped give kids all around town an opportunity to use the 

fun amenity at a time that worked best for their families. Advice to Other Kids: “Don’t be afraid to speak up.” Charlie says 

that if you are nervous about sharing your opinion, practicing what you want to say beforehand, can help relieve nerves.

Arsh | Age: 9 At nine years old, Arsh may be small in stature but has a giant heart. Arsh is a local painter who 

loves art, animals and helping others. For the past two years, Arsh has been selling his artwork and then donating all of 

the proceeds to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. To date, he has donated $2,500. He said that he likes that St. Jude’s “takes 

care of kids with cancer.” His donations help support those children and their families. Arsh doesn’t just donate his money, 

though; he also gives his time. When he isn’t in school or working on his latest commission, Arsh likes to volunteer at a 

nearby nursing home. He teaches painting classes to the home’s residents. Not surprisingly, the residents love their young 

teacher. Arsh hopes to continue painting and finding ways to give back to his community and others. Advice to Other Kids: 

“Join a group!” There is strength in numbers. Arsh’s mother, Divya, says that his donations to St. Jude’s have been made 

possible by the incredible support that he has received from his community.

Brynn and Rowan | Ages: 8 These twin sisters share more than a birth date. They both enjoy dance 

and gymnastics. Brynn prefers dancing, and Rowan favors gymnastics, but mostly they like that they can do both things 

together. This year Rowan was chosen to attend a national gymnastics meet in Indianapolis for the top 100 8-year old 

gymnasts in the entire country. When asked about the achievement, though, Rowan just wanted to gush about her sister 

Brynn. “She is a great dancer. She supports me and is a great cheerleader. I love her. It’s fun having a friend who is always 

with you.” Together, these supportive sisters bank more than 35 hours of dance and gymnastic practice each week! It 

certainly appears to be paying off. Great work, Brynn and Rowan, and, congratulations Rowan, on making it to Nationals! 

Advice to Other Kids: “If you can dream it, you can be it. All you’ve got to do is just work hard.” Rowan is humble and 

also accredits her achievements to her great coaches and the loving support of her sister.
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POCKET PARK Project
This summer, Asbury City Council approved several park projects throughout the 
City. These exciting projects will help improve our current parks and will add play 
equipment to new parks in areas of the City that don’t currently have easy walking 
access to a park. The first round of these projects began this fall.

In the Brookhaven neighborhood, a small playground with a slide and swing set 
was installed behind Brook Hollow Dr. The new swing set includes a Freedom 
Swing for people with disabilities and a Konnection Swing to allow parents and 
small children to play together. This set is excellent for kids of all ages!

As part of this year’s Asbury Park Parking Lot Project, a small tot lot was removed. 
The pieces were nearing the end of their lifespans and weren’t safe for the heavy 
use that they were receiving. The new equipment was chosen with our smallest 
residents in mind. These fun and interactive pieces are fun for kids ages 2-5.

Up in Cloie Creek, McDermott Excavating is currently working on installing a pair 
of pickleball courts on the north side of the park. Keep an eye out this spring for 
lots more fun projects!

CITY COUNCIL IN ACTION

ASBURY PARK TOT LOT

BROOKHAVEN PARK

Board 
Vacancies
Board of Adjustment: 
The Board of Adjustment reviews requests 
for variances from the zoning ordinances 
and special permits. 

Stormwater Committee:  
The Committee plans and reviews 
stormwater improvements for the City.

Building Code Board:  
The Building Code Board periodically 
reviews the City’s building code to ensure 
compliance with best practices and current 
safety guidelines.

Park Board:  
Park Board plans and reviews park and 
recreation improvements for the City.

If you would like to serve or nominate 
another resident to serve on one of these 
boards, please contact City Hall at  
563-556-7106.

Facebook Updates
For recreation updates visit our 

Facebook page!

facebook.com/asburyiowa



vv         v

3A NEWSLETTER FOR THE RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES THAT CALL ASBURY, IOWA home.

ISSUE 36
WINTER

2019

CITY OF ASBURY

IOWA

Keep in touch with your community.
Check out www.cityofasbury.com

City Elections
November 5, 2019, was election day for 
the City of Asbury. This year’s election 
results were: James Adams - 430 Votes; 
Robert Reisch – 397 Votes; and Curt 
Kiessling – 380 Votes.

Curt Kiessling will begin his four year City 
Council term on January 1, 2020. Incumbent 
Robert Reisch and Mayor James Adams 
were re-elected to four-year terms.

WELCOME BACK, CURT!

Curt previously 
served on Asbury’s 
City Council for 
eight years.  During 
his tenure on the 
Council, he was 
especially proud 
of his work to see 
the Cloie Creek 
Park project from 
an idea to reality.  

Curt currently serves on the Catfish Creek 
Watershed Management Authority Board 
and has previously served as its chairman. 
In his spare time, he likes to ski and play 
golf. Curt is originally from Baltimore, Md.  
He moved to eastern Iowa in 1990 and 
decided to call Asbury home in 1999. Curt 
served in the Marine Corps, is currently 
self-employed as a contractor specializing 
in finish carpentry. 

CITY COUNCIL IN ACTION

City of Asbury: You’re home.
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Fence Permit Requirement 
A Fence Permit is now required for the construction of all new or 
replacement fences in the City. There is no fee for a Fence Permit.  
For fences located within five feet of the property line, a Fence 
Agreement signed by all affected property owners is required to 
be submitted along with the Fence Permit Application. A complete 
list of fencing requirements is available on the City’s website.

Holiday Garbage Pickup Days 
Christmas Day, December 25, 2019, and New Year’s Day, January 1, 
2020, are on Wednesday this year. If your regular garbage pickup 
day is Wednesday, your garbage collection will be moved back to 
the following Saturdays, December 28, 2019, and January 4, 2020. 
Friday garbage pickups will not be affected.  For the garbage pickups 
the week of December 23 and December 30, residents are allowed 
one additional 33-gallon container of garbage — no garbage 
sticker needed. 

Holiday Tree Collection 
Holiday Tree Collection will be Thursday, January 9, 2020, and 
Thursday, January 16, 2020. Set your holiday trees, wreaths, and 
garland curbside by 6 a.m. each Thursday. Please make sure lights, 
wire, and any other ornaments are removed from the greenery.   
Trees are required to be tagged with a yard waste tag for pick up.

2019 Community Survey Results 
The City recently asked for resident input to help with future 
planning.  Overall, we received close to 500 responses.  Moving 
forward, we will be working on sorting and analyzing those 
responses. The results will be shared on our website, and we will be 
answering some of your top questions in our next newsletter.  Thank 
you to everyone who helped by sharing their thoughts and opinions.

MELTING SNOW: 
It's Stormwater Too!
In winter, melting snow can cause a few unique stormwater 
problems. Because the ground is often frozen at the surface, 
melting snow can't infiltrate into the soil the way light or moderate 
rain would be able to. So even a small amount of snow can cause 
localized flooding on your property. When snow builds up over 
several small storm events without melting in between, it can turn 
into a significant winter storm impact when it finally does melt - 
leading to potential community-wide flooding events. In both cases, 
that standing and flowing water on the ground is picking up all kinds 
of debris, pollutants (especially de-icing salts and chemicals), 
and litter that will find their way into nearby streams.

Here are some tips for managing your 
property for winter stormwater this season:

1. When piling your snow after shoveling and plowing, choose 
locations where the snow will have the most opportunity to 
infiltrate instead of becoming stormwater runoff. Pile your snow 
in areas where you don't usually have ponding in the spring rains, 
on relatively flat areas, and away from sensitive areas like streams, 
ponds, and your private well if you have one.

2. Clear your down spouts to allow melting roof snow to flow and not 
collect at your foundation.

3. Make sure your nearest storm drains are clear. Clear away any 
snow that may have been kicked onto the drains by passing cars.

4. Use de-icing chemicals and salts judiciously. Use what you need to 
make your walkways and driveways safe, but try to avoid spreading 
around sensitive areas like waterways and your private well.

5. Pay special attention to places that are eroding during snowmelt, 
and make a plan to improve these areas in spring using plants that 
can slow and stop erosion, like native grasses and meadow plants 
or native trees and shrubs. Source: PennState Extension, (2018).

Reminders & Notes

Toys for Tots 

The City of Asbury is partnering with Toys for Tots again this year to collect 
new, unwrapped toys for children in our community.  The donation box is in the 
atrium of Asbury City Hall and will also be out at our tree lighting ceremony on 
December 6th.  Please consider giving this year to help a child in need.
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Grant Recipient The City of 
Asbury was the proud recipients of a $5,000 
grant from the Dubuque Racing Association 
this year. This grant money was used to 
purchase new security cameras for Cloie 
Creek Park. These cameras help add an 
extra layer of safety and security for visitors 
and park facilities. Thank you, DRA, for 
investing in Asbury! 

Theisen’s More for 
Your Community 
Grant Recipient On Monday, 
November 11th, Officer Brett Morris was 
awarded a $1500 “Theisen’s More for Your 
Community Grant” on behalf of the Asbury 
Police Department. The funds will be used 
to purchase training supplies for 
the “Stop the Bleed TECC Training 
Initiative.” The tactical medicine training 
will benefit Asbury officers as well as other 
departments and communities throughout 
Dubuque County.

City of Asbury: You’re home.

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES THAT CALL ASBURY, IOWA home.
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Winter Recreation

Asbury Resident 
Specials at the 
Heritage Center: 

Missoula Children’s Theatre 
presents Pinocchio

Date: Saturday, January 25th
Time: 10:00 a.m. & 2 p.m.

Missoula Children’s Theatre presents an 
original adaptation of this classic fairy tale 
featuring a cast of local youth. Join our 
wooden-head as he dances with Geppetto’s 
charming toys, travels the road to Pleasure 
Isle with Candlewick and his Crew, and is 
duped by the unsavory Fox and Cat. After 
escaping the clutches of the evil puppet 
master, Stromboli, Pinocchio finds himself 
in trouble once more–this time swallowed 
by a monstrous whale. As Geppetto and 
the friendly Urchins spin their magical tale, 

we learn with Pinocchio that there are no 
shortcuts on the road to becoming a real, 
live boy. www.mctinc.org/mct-tour

The Princess and The Pea
Date: Sunday, February 9th
Time: 2 p.m.

What does it take to be a princess? Is it 
bravery? Kindness? A fabulous wardrobe? 
Or does figuring out your royal stature 
have a more legume kind of nature? Join 
us for this fun and funky retelling of a Hans 
Christian Andersen classic as we find out 
what happens when you put “princess-ness” 
to the test. We’ll give you a hint – being a 
princess isn’t about this or that, being YOU 
is where it’s at! www.lctonstage.org 
 Asbury residents will receive a 50% 
discount for either show by using the promo 
code "ASBURY" at checkout. (Discount is 
not valid for lap-seats.) To order tickets, 
visit the Farber Box Office at the Heritage 
Center, call 563-585-7469 or go to dbq.edu/
heritagecenter. Online and phone orders 
are subject to convenience fees.
 
Cost (with code “ASBURY”): 
$7.50 adult, $4.50 child. 

Asbury Night  
Out at Board  
and Brush
Date: Thursday, February 6th
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: 875 Jackson St  
Suite 111, Dubuque 

Invite a friend to this fun painting class 
at Board and Brush painting studio! 
Participants will have the opportunity to 
make any of the wood signs available in 
the studio. Sign up online and find out 
more information at: 
boardandbrush.com/dubuque.
 
Asbury residents get 20% off the 
class with promo code: ASBURY20 
(valid for February 6th date only)

FREE Video Game 
Tournament
Date: Saturday, February 22nd 
Times: Noon – 4 p.m. 
Location: Asbury City Hall

Back and better than ever! The City is 
partnering once again with Video Games 
ETC! to bring you another Smash Bros 
video game tournament! The competition 
will be double elimination for maximum 
playing time! Video Games ETC! is also 
bringing other systems to practice and 
play on between rounds. Competitors are 
welcome to bring their controllers as long 
as they have not been modified. There will 
be giveaways and promotions for video 
gaming. Space is limited, so please call 
Asbury City Hall to reserve your spot. 
Make sure you tell your friends to sign 
up too! Ages 6-15 welcome!

FREE Asbury 
Skate Night 
Date: Thursday, March 19th
Time: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Location: 5630 Saratoga Rd

The City will be hosting our annual skating 
party at Skate Country. Asbury residents 
receive free admission to this event. Skate 
rental will also be complimentary. Stop by 
Skate Country during your Spring Break 
for some indoor fun!



Kids Day Out at 
Captured on Canvas 
Date: Monday, December 30th
Time: 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Location: 3003 Asbury Rd, Dubuque  
 
Looking for something to get the kids out of the house fun for the 
kids to do over winter break?  Join us at Captured on Canvas!  Every 
participant will get to create a 9X12 canvas masterpiece during a fun 
step-by-step painting class. Perfect for ages 7-13 (kids 5-6 years old 
can paint too if parent/guardian stays with them)!  Feel free to join 
the class and paint along with your child.

Cost $12.00 per painter. Register at City Hall by December 27th 
to reserve your seat.  Same-day registrations may be available 
dependent on space.
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Asbury Park Tree 
Lighting Ceremony 
Date: Thursday, March 19th
Time: 7 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. 
Location: Asbury Park

Join us in Asbury Park to kick off the countdown to 
Christmas. Santa will be at the park from 7:00 – 7:30 to 
visit with kids. At 7:30 Santa will be lighting the new 
Christmas tree in Asbury Park as a symbolic start to 
the holiday season. Choirs from Carver Elementary 
School will perform carols throughout the event 
(singing along is very much encouraged).

The brand new Asbury Park Christmas tree 
is small this year. It will continue to grow as 
our community continues to grow.  The 
City will provide the lights, but we hope 
that you will join in the holiday spirit by 
helping us decorate the tree.  Bring an 
ornament from home to hang before 
we turn on the lights.

 
Together as a 
community, we will 
decorate the tree 
and kick off the 
holiday season!


